-HJLP. VIII.   SEEMING PEACE OF CHRISTENDOM.              377

AS directly flowing from the established principles of his
religious despotism, might have to encounter the stern
opposition of the temporal sovereigns Philip of Swabia,
Otho IV., Philip Augustus, or the Barons of England;
yet within its clear and distinct limits that supremacy
was uncontested. No Emperor or King, however he
might assert his right to his crown in defiance of the
Pope, would fail at the same time to profess himself a
dutiful son and subject of the Church. Where the
contest arose out of matters more closely connected with
religion, it was against the alleged abuse of the power,
not against the power itself, which he appealed when he
took up arms. But there was a secret working in the
depths of society, which, at the very moment when it
was most boastful of its unity, broke forth in direct
spiritual rebellion in almost every quarter of Christen-
dom. Nor was it the more watchful and all-pervading
administration of Innocent III., which detected latent
and slumbering heresies; they were open and undis-
guised, and carried on the work of proselytism, each in
its separate sphere, with dauntless activity. Prom al-
most every part of Latin Christendom a cry of indig-
nation and distress is raised by the clergy against the
teachers or the sects, which are withdrawing the people
from their control. It is almost simultaneously heard in
England, in Northern France, in Belgium, in Bretagne,
in the whole diocese of Rheims, in Orleans, in Paris, in
Germany, at Goslar, Cologne, Troves, Metz, Strasburg.
Throughout the whole South of France, and it should
seem in Hungary, this sectarianism is the dominant re-
ligion. Even in Italy these opinions had made alarming
progress. Innocent himself calls on the cities of Ve-
rona, Bologna, Florence, Milan, Placentia, Treviso,
Bergamo, Mantua, Ferrara, Faenza, to cast out these